3UV                      INTRODUCTION,

opinions formerly entertained on the sub-
ject of the Zemin dary Tenure have under-
gone a very great revolution, and that there
are not now many to be found who sincere-
ly defend the arrangement which has been
made, or who do not, in their own minds, be-
lieve that a very fatal error has been com-
mitted.

One of the chief objects of this Essay is,
to evince, that this error, although -great, is
not irremediable : That, without altering

o

the present arrangement regarding the Per-
petual Settlement, much may yet be done
for the unfortunate peasantry of India. The
effects produced by the errors of this ar-
rangment have been indeed pointed out;
but I must again repeat, that this very ar-
rangement may, with a few modifications,
be still rendered subservient to the prospe-
rity of the Company and the happiness of
the natives. It yet lies in the power of Go-
vernment